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RomaKs XI. 33. 
And his ways paft finding out. 



THAT the Supreme Being rules in 
ti^e armies of heaven, and among 
the inhabitants of the earth, and 
performeth all things according to 
the council of his own will, agreeable to 
the unerring rules of wifdom and rightcouf-^ 
uefs, 1 prefume we all believe : But vain 
man would be wife, too prone to afpire af- 
ter an intelligence of thofe things which 
are beyond his reach. It is theobfervation 
of the wifeft of men, that it is the glory of 
God to conceal a thing ; the reafons of 
fome of hb decrees, and of his judgments 
are fecreted from men. It is plain thac 
fome adminiftrations of divine providence 
are uufearchable, the reafons that influence 
an infinite mind are unknown, infomuch 
that many of the ways of God feem lb con- 
tradidory to the wifdom of man, that fome 
are almoft ready to doubt whether they arc 
jhc refult of divine^ difgretion. 

I Among 
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Ainong the operations of God diejt^ lap- 
pears nothing more ihocking and iinacco an- 
table to us, than that perfons in the vigour^ 
^oj^rife, endowed by heaven with fuperior 
talents, and placed in a fphere of life where 
they are uncommonly ferviceable to man- 
kindt (hould have a period put to thdr pre* 
fent exiftcnce. 

A very aflfeAing inftance of this fort we 
all perceive in the death of Dr. Mayhew^ 
and I could think of no fubjei^ more pro* 
per for the employment of bur medifations 
thisafternoon,than that which I bavechofen* 
In the handling of which 1 propbfe by di- 
. vine ai&ftattce briefly toTuggeft in the molt 
humble, reverential ftrains, the prcA)at>l6 
reafons why any of the ways of God are 
paft finding out. 

And then fpecify tlie religious improve* 
ment which it is proper for usf to mtfke 
when we are thus exercifed in the courfe 
of providence. 

We are firltto confider the probable rea* 
fons why any of the ways of Obd towards 
men arepaft finding out. *^As the heavens 
are higher than the earth, fo are God's 
ways higher than our ways, and his tho'ts 
than our tho'ts.*' Perfeftion in knowledge 
isrcquifite in order to fee the wifdom and 
fitnefs of all the w^^ys of God. Mankind 
it is certain are Very imperfedasto the ex- 
tent of their knowledge in this world, and 

trpoa 
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upotodiverfe accounts it fe^thsbeft, anen 
to us, that it flio^M be fo* It has been 
well obfenred, " that the whole extent of 
human cadftence muft be regarded in or^^r 
to form ^rc^r feotiftients of the ^ifdotn of 
all theikept of providence with refped to 
maijltind. Under the incumbrances that 
we are fubj6il: to in our pr^ent imperfect 
ihtte.we are puizled at thofe few fcenes of 
.the lives of individuals, that fall within the 
limits of our obfervation : But could we fee 
from the beginning to the end, and have a 
full apprebenfibn of the purpofes of God, 
we ihould be convinced that they often 
i reach from one age to another, direded 
by fteady unerring counfel, and that they 
will finally be t>todu£live of the greateft 
good." It may therefore be called one 
reaibn why the itit^s of God are Jometimes 
ft^ our finding ont, becaufe we are ignorant 
of the ends which the Supreme Being has 
in view. And this comparative ignorance 
of cur's is neceflaryj confidering our pre- 
ient probationary ftate^ Our faith, hope, 
and. truil in God may with greater proprie- 
ty be exerdfed ; and we may wait with 
ptttience for the arrival of that glorious pe- 
riod* when his righteoufnefs in every in- 
fiance fhall appear as the light, and his 
judgment as the noon day. 

We may further conilder, that the other 
world into which we are palling has a ma- 

nileft 
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nifcft relation to this. This world is m^y 
acconlmbdated to mankind^ ootifidered ia 
the infatx:y of theif being : It is defigned 
by ^the Creator asintrodu^ory tail ^orious 
and unending date of exigence ; If then the 
ivay« of God. towards men relate to tbetat 
conlidered in their infinite duration! .as we 
have fufficient rijafon to bdieve that they 
do, we are furnifhed with a fatida&orj 
reafon why fome^ occurrences appear dark 
and intricate to us. Although Hie and im- 
mortality are fo far brought to light by the 
gofpel, as to afford (bflkient ground forthe 
cxercifc 6f faith and obedience, yet in ma- 
ny refpefts we fee afe through a glaft darkly^ 
we cannot fully penetrate into futurity, we 
know • but in part, and arte therefore inca- 
pacitated to obferve the harmony bf the 
divine operations. > 

What btetter general improvement can w^c 
now make of thefolemn truth <5xpreflbd m 
our text (tKfe reafon^cflf which we have now 
briefly confidered) than to refleft wi^ the 
gredteft fatisfadiop upon our beings fuiijec* 
ted to the guidance of that almighty Bi^ng 
who, though he giveth not to toan an ac- 
count of his matters, is^nevefthelefs wife|n 
counfel, and exceUenc in working ? Such 
a Being can never miftakc our intbreft, ntor 
will he ever ceafe from promoting our hap- 
pinefs in every method confiftent with the 
grand and regular plati of hbmotal govOTn- 
- • mcnt* 
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ifieiit. Wbeo ind^dtinydl(^penCiUQX»4if: 
liis jail-wife proyiclen<^ appe<trs to us u|^r> 
QwntabUfi, and poculiariy in.terefting,whe^i:e- 
byourprefenc glory Teems .greatly dinqini-, 
(bed, and our happinefs interri^ted, we/ 
are ri^ ocercUe a becoming iforrqw and coar 
tern of mind. Thi$ is far from being iar 
confiilent with a proper fubmi^on to the , 
tigbteotis i^jroyidence pf. Ood, Infen fibitity, 
or a mind unmoved by calamiity is tfioxp 
culpable, if poiUble, than it wo^d be ta. 
indulge to immoderate grief. We po well 
tio feel QHr ; futferin^ and be af^^ed wiih 
fbem. -Tbe paiUoniS pf ^luman nature are. 
uiefol and beneficial* and forrow is one of 
tbefe paeons. Religion M not intended to ' 
fupjprefs any pr9per motions of the mind ;. 
or in other wordjs to make us ftupid, and, 
inroniiMe. , On the ^contrary, it is wifely 
calculated tp regulate pur fentimcnts, to fet 
bounds to.our paffions, aiid influence us to. 
a regula? cpurfe of behaviour. While wc. 
♦r-ethen diili^lTedby any ftrpifce oif God's- 
hand, weare to think and fpeak withtbev 
greatejdreverence of the wife difpoier of all. 
events^; fiH^ he dpea righteoufly in all that 
be fubje^s us to ; he chadens us fpr o\ir; 
profit, that we may be made partakers 9f 
his hplinefs t And if adrerHty weans u& 
from too fond an attachment to the worlds 
and it's icrgpyments,' conyjinces lis of our, 
errors, a^^d.in^nsives us togrcater diligence 
. •. .. B in 
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in the fervice of God, we fhaH find it good 
for us in the end that we have been afflidled. 
^ But that we raay have an affedling fenfe 
of the fubieft under confidefation, &nd be 
influenced to the mod particular improve- 
ment of it, let lis employ our minds afew 
minutes in confideririg ah inftancc of God's 
dealing with us as linfearchable, and asdif- 
treffing as any one of the kind that we have 
known, and fee how applicable 'wh&t has 
now been offered may be to fdch adifpen- 
fatitm of providence. 

The moft bf us h&ve known a man to 
whom the fornifer of Our bodies, and the 
father of our fpirits was uncoftimonly h'be- 
ral as to his natural capacity for difcernmenc^ 
of truth. When this perlbn came to yeats 
of difcrction he applied hiivifelf with un-. 
common diligence to ihe acquirement of 
ufeful knowledge ; devoting himfelf more 
efpecially to that courfe of ftudy which 
might render Hirh moft ferviceable to man- 
kind, by inftru(5\ii1g them in the'articles of 
pure and undefiled- religion. We have 
>^nown hiili fettled in the work of the gof- 
pel miniftry^ and by his many excellent 
compofitions,inftru6iing ftnd edifying man- 
kind ; uncommonly intent upon inculca- 
ting the faith once delivered to the faints ; 
a rational and zealous advocate for the caufc 
pf truth, which is the caiife-of God ; mani- 
felling an ardent defirc to'khbw, alid Be e1^ 
'•^ ' ' ^ tabliflied 
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tablUhld Inm^ll^ and iijflrud others ref- 
pe6lin]g; the way^o cternahfife,not from hu- 
man but divine authority ; never teaching 
for doArines the commandments ofmeni 
We have known him to rife !in thie elleem 
of the difcerningiand unprejudiced both .at 
home and abroad. Many men of piety and 
renown have been fond of a correfpondence , 
rwith him ; and even the moft of thofe pes- 
fons, who through bigotry or envy once 
thought unfavourably of him» were difpof- 
ed laaerly to think and fpeak jof him with 
great refpeft* Many have -been relieved 
by his alms, and all thatrkriewhim were 
conviqced of ^his ' benevolence* In (hort> 
his:exetnplary piety and devotion, difcerr 
nable in. many inftances, hut efpecially in 
that profound iblemnity and reverence with 
"which he everaddrefled the fupreme Being; 
joined with. his ifidelity and diligence in e- .' 
Tery part both of his public and private con- 
duft, rendered his life truly precious and 
defirable. 

Now thisperfon whom God was pleaf- 
«d to continue miniftring in this place up- 
wards oi nineteen years, he. has lately re- 
moved by death while in the vigour of life, 
and. in the .midft of his ufefulncfs. The 
great, breach made upon his family, his 
pebple, this town and the whole country, 
f6em& ; to us irreparable. The deceafe of 
qo/ oue perfon in our remembrance Jias 
/ -; i^ ' B 2 caufed 
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^tifed ^es^ter di^e^Hon: qf (^ir%, or. o^re 
-iQricere^ad €xterifiven|cn|rn|iijg ; butOod*^ 
.will mM^bie 4qnpf «Qd Ic bjcponies wto 
.tfcquiefce in it. 

• If it fliduld bb thougfalt by any tQikvxftf 
of vamcjr or arrogaiice in loe cci be thus 
'{Murcicukr, refoe6ting the lifednd destb cf 
tim feirant of the Lord, after my fuperio^ 
^aye dotte greater juiHce td has chart^der.; 
jOr ihould ic be judged toip late for a diTcoiirie 
^f this nature^finctf fix t^eeks ac^paflbdiiatt 
the deatl;^ of Dr. Ma^t h tw, I bate tb|s t* 
fay, that th^ days of my qiotirning are 
not yet ended; fofarfrodt it«.tbile length 
^f dnie rather increafes! ^ban dimfnilbes my 
forrow ; and ft irill be wel| if pVeq^ibafoci- 
pef&on of years don'MCord to. fiviryilrors, 
more aqd nore reaConi to b6y^iiii the deich of. 
io uiefiil a n^an. Oat cxf the. abuodancci of 
ray heart my mouth ipeakeih. The iotii- 
mateac<|ua^tance contraded to youtb^ ^o^ 
Vhtch^ have bkd the hdqortbmaiatain v^i^ 
this great and good' n^an, afibrded tc^fstety 
ireqaent opportunitib$ ^0 (Merve bi9 £dtb» 
virtde, ( i. e; courage c^ wlour, ) fcoowiv 
ledge, temperance, ptatieiioeigbdllDer$; bro- 
therly kindttpfs, aiid' charity ; while I have 
been tniffing qr^ ^Insfe things the fire bMrtied* 
atid i could not refrait^ ( upon being invir 
■tdd'to cbadole with fais beceared people thi^ 
day ) firom ottering in. the ^e«^r of God the 
fetuimcats o£ my truly forrowfiiU , &v4 

fympathizmg 
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^nnpMl^i^BStK^it* I ftmll m]d to thiSfthat 
fl(iy'fbfT9W oo tdbe accpDDt of clie deatE jdf 
^Do^br, isiacreafed by my fivingamone 
an aflie^onate jp^le. who greatly bewau 
bicdcQeafe; hayiogjQ years paftdonetbem- 
felT^ t^ie honor unanitnoully to chooie huD 
to be their pai^r. 

•■ Bati$pKtiunu>my (vblcdil How does 
this j^eat breach,. wJbiq^ a Gpd iofini^yi 
wife and righteous has made ypon minora 
the moft conrincing proof that his ways ^n 
f0^£iig ottt? par finite wifdom^iipofet 
us to conclude^ that k yrpuld. be belt upon 
the wbole for the mp{^ ufeful men, to be 
cpntioued in this finful world, fo long.aa 
they Gopld be any ways fi^rviceable. to man- 
kind, and that thofe (hould rather firfl: .be 
fubjedled to death who are old . aiid full of 
days; or others who in, the vigour of l^i^ 
are wrathfol, enyipiis, matidous, and uii- 
(cfaaritabie. But, Qod'$waysarenot,asoui; 
ways, nor his thp'ts.as our tho'ts ; it be* 
comes us therefore to adore his incompre- 
heniible wifdom,; i^d pfuicntly fubmk to 
J)|s rigbtieous wilj^ indulging to thefe fenti* 
ipents, '<Thoa deftroyeit the bopie of man* 
Righteous art thou, OXord, When I plead 
with thee, yet let me talk with thee of thy 
j udgmems. Shf U a thing fornied fay to the 
Creator, ^hy haft thou roadp me thusH '*— 
With as little reafon may the being prder- 
yed fay, why baft thgti ordere4'ipy p^rcum- 

ftances 
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4B what be phafci witb^fe fewh 5 HLtid he 
fe always pleafed co d6 flHft-^htth-i«-beil 
trpon the whole, though we i:anQot at prc- 
fent fully perceive it. Our duty now is to 
6e ftill, and know that the Lord lie is God, 
exercifing loving kindnefs, judgment, and 
fightedufnefs in the earth; while the lull 
j^oowiec^e of his-ways is-teo wqadetfulf^^ 
TO V It is' high, we cannot attain 'ftntb it. " 
'" I wcfuld pafe to oWerve. That: there is 
fi^hftftataTifesrin-thcmidft bfda^n^jof. 
*atHer,greatcolrf6latidn^tfeat refultsA-onithis 
diftreffing- providence. I^he true believer 
far Gad 'i& hefeby convincetlof -a- future ft&te 
of rctribation." He fees this •workj'to^bi 
i^bitfc an iitnjjerfeft fcenef; 'wherem-the wieked 
dftta ftotirilh, 'atid the righteous are fome- 
Hriidscatoffibthtfmidftof their days'; wtaeh 
feeming iticquafity in the adminiftratiohs of 
S'dd; cdnnor dthei* wife 1^ •adjufted^ than- by 
Ifjtvihg'recbiirfe tp a future ftate of recoqa- 
bence. "" •■' -• ■ •- •■' ''• '•-'• •••■ • ■-•• -v;:) 
^ He 'has, tnoreovtr, this jgreiat confola* 
ticfif,' that his lofs iff th6 -gain of his<-^i(5us 
jVierid>hb ispVefnafUrdy fubjeded to death'. 
A reflection upon his'own lofs may indeed . 
bow him dbwh with heavinefs r but then 
the <rohfideratioh thatiibc foal ofhi^belov* 
ed friend is'ifrattlplaBted from earth to"hcfa- 
yen, muft greatly: -^Uetiatc his forrov^. • • 

-' ■ .. ■•■-•... \. , ,v. „.•. 
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-'•I liriy- hcre:tpertin«>t}><ftddpt tbefcnti- 
raents^Mifd Wngtrag* <)f the late excellent 
l5r; MAtHEWj-io'^l^S'priftted diicourfe on 
the ^fhoroa^fe 'ftlld'^tf ky csf 4MKnan H^^^ 
yoniai'e not ignbrafrf ( feysbe) concerning 
themftWat^ire aflecp!;if yib^donotthink they 
are^perlfhed ; iftyotr fuUy betiltve the. great 
do^riiK* ^f thfc ;gofpeIi- that Chrift both 
dted Sand^ rbfe again^ «tid that thetn alfp 
which fl*6pin"Jefti8) God -will raife up at 
theiaft day, Jt$ be paifed him »; then go if 
you can, andforr o^for your pious departed 
friends, even a® others who have no hope* 
Qo and molirDybeea^fe they are taken away 
from this evil troublefomc' world ! Oo an^ 
fflourn^lfefeaufc they 'aregone to the paradife 
M God ! Gb-and grieVe,&caufe they, whom 
ybtr lo.veii fo wellVdre' become fo happy ^ 
Be inconfolable, becaufe chey, who onc^ 
'h)ohr-nedbere,afe now comforted ! Go and 
^eep,''becaufe'4U!te?irs, •except fbofe of joy„ 
are ''wi()ed ^ fbrever fi'am -their eyes ! Make 
youife! yes * wteechfed in -this -wor W, becauf?j 
^ourf rfeikis ate eternally ^lappy in another}" 
The tirwds ' of *otir ^ blefled -Salt^ieur to hfe 
motii'ning'firieiTdSi 5»bo -ifekHzed -his approa- 
thiugdepartnre'^dnY-thcnviaBd from the 
T^orJd, The w that tHey* would have greater 
cdufe-forjoy ih^^f(>hto>v* at his^advance- 
TOdnt'torthe hfeavtttly bappinef^ ; his wor^s 
to whichrl Sheife Mer ^re found; John 14^ i.^. 
*^ IfeyerhjTed iaie/3!c wonlxiPreji^icAbecau^e, I 
'.; -ri * * (aid, 
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htSfi go to the Father ; hereby plainly iiiti- 
niating that they woold he goverbed only ibjr 
felfifh views, haring no true regard Co him, 
i^ they were aveife to his paffing into a ftate 
of everla'fting reft and happineS, in the im- 
mediate prefence of his;father and their fa- 
ther, ofhisGodand their Cod. In like 
Jnatiner, let us be comforted under the death 
ofa beloved difciple of his, who we doubt 
not has made a happy exch^nge^'of worlds $ 
remembering that the perfeA^ion. of human 
life, i& rather to be elHmated'from the im- 
prdvement than the duratioo- of it j for.wii^ 
0dm is|;rey hairs to a man, «nd an iinipot^' 
ted- Hie is old age. 

• 'CbnCdenDg'thefe things rwould earneft*, 
lyrecoroinerra it toithei beloved people of 
thisfociety to be in fofa^ion to thePather 
cf their fpirits that they may live, and care- 
fully attend to every thing required of 
<tiiem in this iSbafbn of their great di(|relk 
Be thankful' to Ged that you bavcfi) /long 
enjoyed a burtiihg and • a ihining light. 
Yoo have been highly fevoured of tneLord, 
/emember therefcH-e, that to whomfoever 
much is given, of him AaU the more be re^- 
qtiired. While your late paftor was not 
fufiered >to continue by reafon of *death, 
look to God by faith and prayer as the 
repairer of breaches, who though he has 
-fmittenhe can heal, though he Iwjf torn he 
can bind up.. He can it) his providence 

provide 
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provide you another pallor after his own 
heart, who can as your lajl eminently did, 
feed you with knowledge and underftand- 
. ing. The qualifications proper for you t6 
regard in your choice of another paftor, I 
need Hot more particularly mention, as t 
know your ftedfaft and laudable difpofitioa 
tofeek for one like-minded with him w^ho 
now refts from his labours among you. 
Altho' there is nothing impoffible with God, 
yet it is difficult to conceive how your lofs 
can be fully repaired ; however,confider uni^ 
ty as your glory and ^defence ; you have hi- 
therto been remarkable for this, and it has 
merited, and procured applaufe* Lpt bro- 
therly love continue. Study continually 
the things that make for peace. Be of a . 
condefcending fpirit, fo far as is reafonable, 
towards one another. Although fome of 
you may have'ftatedly come from the ut- 
termoft parts of the town to hear the wi(^ 
dom of your late paftor, and may now be 
ready to think that you may with propriety 
worfliip elfewhere, from an apprehenfion 
that there is no profpeft that your lofs can 
be fully repaired j yet I befeech you to con- 
fider, my Brethren, that if you flill ftrive 
together for the faith of the gofpel, you 
may unite in one to be fet over the Congre- ^ 
gation, under whofe miniftry you may 
greatly rejoice. But I may not enlarge- 
May you ufe your beft difcretion 1 And 

C may 



Digitized 



by Google 



( i8 ) 

• - ^ 

'mj the Lofd bleft, and keep ybii, life Hf 
iht light oif his cdufttchancfe upbn y cm, and 
give y6u peace J 

' May we all be dlfpofed td afcribe glory 
to 6od, and pray that every inftaiice 6f 
hii providence tnay accomplifli it*s Impor- 
tant end with regard to us ! May \*e tc- 
lipercnce our Maker aS a being who is wife 
in counfe],and excellent In Workihg,againilb 
%Vh6m none ever hardened himfelf and 
profpered ! May we afcribe rightebuTnefe 
to him, and acquiefce in all the difpenikti- 
ens of his providence. Whatever feeming 
difficulties may Occur, let us be free to im- 
pute them to our narrow contrafted view 
of things, and be far from afcVibing the 
leaft irtjullice to the only-wife Gdd. Let 
this be our confoldtion, that altho^ we now 
fee but in part, and know but in part, yet 
that which is in part fhall finally be done 
away. 

The language ufed in our text 4nd con- 
text, with a brief comment upon it, may 
properly clofe the prefent difcourfe. ^ 

O the depth of the riches both of the "tot/don 
andkno-wkdge of God^ ! HoW idOfiabJe \i . 
that wife and almighty Beitig, Who caufes 
all things to conduce to his glofy, iflfomuch 
that the fevered difpenfatiofiS Oj his provi- 
dence fliall finally be pf odo^ivfe of the 
greateft good I" Aow unfeanhvbU iarehir 
judgments J and his ways pafi ftndmg oMt ? 

The 
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Th« reafons of foaie of tbe^iviBie opeiati# 
ons among men are vadly beyond our pre* 
fent compreheniion. For %um hath km^n 
the mind of the Lord? or who hath been hi f 
counfelior? What finite undeiilanding could 
have either forefeeii the methods of his pro- 
vidence, or thought ofadvifingto the pur- 
fuit of them ? Or who hath fir ft given to him^ 
and it Jhatl be recompenfed to him again ? 
Who has laid the Almighty under any ob- 
ligations to (hew him bis favour ? Then, 
and not till then, may he prefume to pre- 
fcribe to infinite wifdom- Of him^ through 
him^ and to him are all things. Of him^ as th^ 
wife contriver, through him as the fole dl- ' 
reflor, and ta^ him as the ukimate end ar^ 
all things. Ti whom be glory for ever. 



AMEN. 
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From the public News-Papers. 
BOSTON, July 14. & 17. iy66. 

LAST wednefday morning died here greatly 
and fincerely lamented, by all who knew hind, 
the Reverend Jonathan Mayhew, D. D. N^ 46, 
a friend to liberty and learning, a lover of mankind9 
and a ui^iform difciple of Jefus Chrifl-. 

Soon after he had finifhed his iludies at Cam- 
bridge, where he exhibited lively marks of an ori- 
ginal genius, he was called in the year 1747, to the 
paftoral care of the Weft Church in Bofton, which 
he accepted ; promifing, like a true Chriftian, to 
make the Word of God his only rule of faith and 
pra£tice,and ftedfaftly refufiog to teach for doArines 
the commandments of men.— -In this charge he con** 
tinued 'till his death, loving his people, and by them 
beloved, explaining with manly fortitude fuch truths 
as he found contained in the Bible however dis- 
countenanced, efteeming the approbation of his 
Father in heaven far before the applaufe of the 
world, conftantly inculcating by his.preach'ing and 
conduft, the doArines of Grace, as he thought them 
delivered by our Saviour and his apoftles, and that 
ReFigion which is from above, and is full of mercy 
and good fruits \ without partiality, iuid without 
hypocrify. 

In his early produt^ions, his uncommon talents, 
and generous independency of fpiric, are eminently 
confpicuous : And though, for his declared enmity 
to every pricftly ufurpation of authority over the con- 
fciences of men, he had very foon to encounter the 
whole forcp of entbuHafm and bigotry \ ,yet hhs 
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ftraigdi of mmdy mteg^tf of foult and uncoixjuer* 
^k refolution in hisMafter^s fcrvkcy fupported him 
under cvfrjr tai^^r^ difcoon^oiett^ «od enabled 
him to triumph over all his adverfiiries \ while his 
refpc^foTt and djfervance of, the prcttltfa of xhe 
Gofpel, at length comrinced tbe^orid of the fince* 
iity and ti^ri^tapfi of Us hearts 

t^ WQfk^ already pubS(hcd» viH tr^nfmit his 
aamct to po/Qrrity, onder dieendeiriDg; chamber of 
9 ftqidy stfid ibk advocate Jbr religbtis and dvil 
fibercy, and of a firpi beSeveri v well ascooftant 
pa^er of pure and undi^dled refi^n, a; contained 
in the fdiptures ; of whidi, as he left every on^ to 
jttdgefornunfelf, ib be always infifted on the ^itie 
indulgence ; never pei^mipg to force his dofirinea 
fbrther thao their truth and the go^ would car* 
Kf them. 

If at any titne, diro* the warmth of his imagina^ 
tion,biaearneftnt(shi the caufe ofrdigion andtrutb» 
and hfs fixed ayerdon to eftablifhn^ents of tpen in 
thcCfatircH of Chtift^ he may, in fome few ipftancei 
l^ve been hprried beyond the bounds of tpodei?-* 
tion^ his many virtues, and great fervices towards 
eftabfilhing chnffianity on its moft enlarged foun- 
dation, abundantly atone for fuch foibles: Indeed 
the na^tural keenefs /and poignancy of his wit, 
whetted often by cryel and unchriftian njfiige, m^/f 
paKare his (cvercft ftrcrfccs of fattfe. Nor wiU thf^lc 
^ght objeftions depreciate his general reputattop, if 
it be remembered, that in his molt fodai hours, he 
insatiably fuftained the united charader of the 
Cbriftian and the Gentleman. 

From the influence of his exteofive correfpon- 
dence with fome of the wifefb and beft men in the 
CngHfli nation, that Seminary of learning in which 
Irie was educated, received many and conllderabfe 
donations -, and if in him that feat of literature has 
* ^ '•• /' "not 
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not I6ft t tvtakliy beoebCtor, it is deprived of one 
who virtually by his influence might have been fucb, 
« and one who was a fincere friend to that. freedom 
of education which is eflentially necelTary to the well- ^ 
being of any academy deG^ied for the education 
of youth and the benefit of mankind. - 

In him, it may if truly faid^ his difconfolate 
widow has laft a kind and afieAionate hulband, his 
cbildrena tender and faithful parent, hb family a 
humane and indulgent matter \ the poor 0f all deno- 
mM/itfffx a charitable and conftant friend ; his church 
' z worthy, learned, focial, virtuous and reli^ous 
' pafior ; this cononent a rcfolut e and ftrong defen- 
der of its reli^^us independency ; and mankind a 
bold and nervous aflertor of thor rights, and that 
liberty whmwith Chrift has made them free. 

His Funeral which was attended on friday lafty 
by all ranks of people of every denomination, was 
at once a ftriking inftance of that univerfal efteem 
he juftly merited, and that charity he was himfelf 
.remarkable for when alive, being in all refpeds 
worthy fo great and benevolent a charafter, and as 
numerous and melancholy a proceflion as was ever 
known in this town. 

Wrapt in his Arms who bled on Calvary's Plain, 
We murmur not, bleft Shade ! nor dare complain : 
Fled to thofe Seats where perfeft Spirits (hine. 
We mourn our Lot, yet ftitl rgoicein thine ; 
Taught by thy Tongue, by thy Example led. 
We blcft Thee living, and revere Thee dead. 
Pafs'd from our View, our Eyes no more (hall fee. 
Or Truth, our Ears again receive from Thee ; 
Yet long our Hearts, thy Precepts (hall rcuin. 
Deep in our Memory thy Love remain ; 
Our Carb be ftill in virtuous Deeds to vie, «l 
Our conftant Pray'r, like Thee to live and die. 

^ tmmmmmmmmammmmmmmmm 
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